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RUBINA PEROOMIAN (USA)

“THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE IN LITERATURE, THE
SECOND GENERATION RESPONDS”
(THE THESIS OF THE PROPOSED REPORT) -

The Armenian Genocide continues to cast its shadow and influence
the lives of the generations of Diasporan Armenians born to the survivors
of that colossal Catastrophe. This paper proposes to show the impact as
reflected in the artistic literature produced by the second generation, the
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children of the survivors of the Armenian Genocide. In my research and
investigation of the topic, I have relied on the artistic literature,
Diasporan-Armenian literature, because I believe that, as Melvin Vincent
puts it, “Fiction and drama make possible an imaginative penetration into
human character and social events. When presented with consummate
literary skill, this offers a more precise and deeper insight into both
human character and events and their significance.”2°

Based on that premise, this paper will demonstrate that, regardless
of how the Children of the Armenian Genocide survivors perceived and
treated the parents’ traumatic past, regardless of how the survivors
themselves dealt with that past—whether they kept silent and did not
share their harrowing ordeal, or they incessantly talked about it—the
psychological effects of that trauma didimpress upon the family
atmosphere, and familial relationship. The Children of the survivors of
the Armenian Genocide were affected.

Of course, it is important to note that this is not a phenomeno-
nunique to Armenians. Jewish Holocaust scholars, such as Alan Ber-
ger, Helen Epstein, and Eva Hoffman among others, who are themselves
children of Holocaust survivors, have extensively written about  it.
Psychoanalysts such as F. Kellermann,2®have explored the methods of
transmission of the traumatic effects onto the offspring of the survi-
vors.Recent research is engaged to show the effects on and responses of
the generation born to the survivors of the Cambodian Genocide.?!

I will show in my presentation how this psychological state created
by the transmitted memoryof the traumatic past has surfaced in the
literature of second-generation Diasporan Armenian writers reflecting a
variety of reactions toward/against the parent, such as resentment,
aversion, alienation, awe, distancing, and overdependence, as well as the
painful search for an-identity out of a chaotic world of responses to the

2% Melvin J. Vincent as quoted by Bernard Cohen in Sociocultural Changes in American
Jewish Life as Reflected in Selected Jewish Literature (Rutherford, NJ: Fairleigh
Dickinson University Press, 1972), p. 32.

20 Natan P. F. Kellermann, “Transmission of Holocaust Trauma” (n.d.),
http://yadvashem.org.il/yv/en/education/languages/dutch/pdf/kellermann.pdf.

! See, Tom Fauthrop and Helen Jarvis, Getting Away with Genocide? Elusive Justice
and the Khmer Rouge Tribunal.
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past in the context of relationship with the mainstream society and the
dominating culture. The latter, too, can cover a vast scope, spanning from
total immersion/assimilation and loss of the mother tongue, or
linguicide®”? which according to Israel Charny is a degree of genocide, to
literary activism for the Cause.

The second-generation Diasporan Armenian survivors are in
constant search for an identity that combines in peaceful coexistencethe
Armenian element and that of the mainstream society. In the case of
some, the Armenian component remains dormant and neglected at least in
appearance; in others it is gradually pulled out of a nebulous memory-
hole to become an important dimension in their self-identity; in still
others, the transmitted memory of images of suffering and death never
loosens its grip and imposes upon their everyday life.This state of mind
among the second generation, coupled with the vague image of a lost
homeland, kindles a sense of deprivation and is fueled by perpetrator’s
denial of the crime and distortion of history.

Building on Ervin Staub’s concept of the process of the healing
denied to Armenians, and that is because of the Turkishcallous denial of
the Crime,®my presentation will submit: historians are pushed to
reiterate their irrefutable findings and probe deeper to discover new facts.
Artists, writers, and poets use the medium best available to them to
confront the Genocide in art, and prove in the way they know best, that
what happened in 1915 could not be less than genocide. The second-
generation Armenian artistic expressions are inherent carriers of that state
of mind and that mission. Their literature echoes the nation’s collective
psyche shaped by the violence, the pain of dispersion, the effects of self-
accusation, the struggle to cope with a dual identity or a search for

2 Linguicide is a word coined by Israel Charny that applies here to the situation of the
Armenian language after its nourishing soil was cleared of its speakers. Charny
introduced the concept of linguicide as a form of cultural genocide within his expanded
typology of genocide. See “Israel Charny’s Worksheet for Describing and Categorizing a
Genocidal Event,” in Genocide Prevention Now 12 (November 2012),
http://www.genocidepreventionnow.org/Home/GPNISSUES/Issue 12 Winter2012.aspx.

% Ervin Staub, “Healing and Reconciliation,” in Looking Backward, Moving Forward:
Confronting the Armenian Genocide, ed. Richard G. Hovannisian (New Brunswick, NJ:
Transaction, 2003). .
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identity, the struggle to cast off the shadow of the past, and the effects of
the past and present stance of the perpetrators and world bystanders.

[MIPRPLU UPLUUEUL OPLARUEUL (ULUL)

Zusns SEQUUQULﬂbI&bbLE 3UYULNREEUL UER
erurne} Ucruvth Urauauvever

Zuyng Sknuuuuiniptwt wqpkgniphtup swpntbwlumud
Unkwnp Jtpuypus sunnutphg ubkpuwbduthhinpwhwy utpniigutpp
dunwigh] b Untwnp uwpuuhbih jhongniphibbpp’ wiljwlu
upwihg pk bpwip huswku Eu puljuy ) Stnnh wnhnwh wigbwp,
wiwpn bpwbhg pt hpkup Jkpwwpnn Sunnukpp huswyku &
Jupniby ppktg wyy wigkwih htwn—wpytop quuuljikphg qunun-
th kb wwhb] hpkig uwpuuhbjh wighwp, pt wwndl ko n
whnunup juout) wyn dwupl: Annp yupuqukpnwd, sunnh nn-
ppquljub wugkwp hp hnghpwbwljub wqpbgmphitut £ pnnly
punnwihph Jpunnpunh . pwnwtbjwl jupwpbpmiphibkph
Ypwy: Sknuwuwimpbwb wqpigmphiip suinnhg quuuljutphtt k&
thnjuwtgnikp: Uw h hwpyk hughtt hipuyunntyy Gptnp sk Zptuy
qhwtwlwhikpp, huswku ophtwl Ujywb Rppgppp, 2kt khu-
nuyp bt Buu Zopuwlip juybiopts winpunupdty G wyn dwuhb.
hullj hpkuwy hngbdbpnibwpwtitkpp, hiswtu 3. Lhyppdwip,
nunidbwuhpl] B wntnh wqplgmpbwt hnjwbgdwd Gnw-
buljubpp:

Qbynjgu gnjg whinh wwy, pt wyy wqpgniphtup huywku k
npubinpind Epypnpy ubpingh qiqupnibunwljui qpujuing-
ptwlt Ukp sunph hwinky wwpupine Jepupbpunibptitkph,
wnpudwnpmphiaibph me hwjugngmphibibph wbkupny: Ypuip
Yupny kb (huk] whwdmpbwb qqugnid, onwpmd, Jujy, jup-
quibp, wnbmphth, swhwuquig jujubwmpptt b wyic Uthhwe-
pwhwy tpypnpy ubpugh gpuiwuniphiip twbe huybjht £ wyy
utpinh hupumpbwt thuwnnunniph, mswgdwb  uywrbwgng
Junutght phuwlwykint thnpdh:Swquwwp np Uthhiephtth £ bpui
uywnbwgnn dnynuwh nt dwypkiih (kqnih Ynpunp—Yud’ bqpuily

389



Quiptihh wrwgwnpwd punny, ginuuywinipkwb Uk wunh&wih
linguicide-h—{Jwnwught tupwluy: Uju ponphtt dhwinwd E Ynpg-
pwd huypkihph wnown Yhpwwpwipp, np qpiniwsnipbut qqu-
gnud £ wnwewginid i np n&pugnpsh nipugdub b wuwndne-
ptwl juEquphipuwb htwnbiwbpnduitbh ' oupunud: Skumbng
Cpnihtt Upwmph wyjt jqugph pwj, pk wjuwhuh hpannipbulb
Imuh il mqmpbhdmh gnpépupugp Ukpdmwé b huykphl,
wnuwgunpnid bl wunndwpwbiikpp Yp Unnibb Yplbkm o yplak-
Int hpklg thwuwnwpyniphiabpt nu wnkh junpp wenkny un-
pwinp thwunbp puguyuyntm hwudwp: Upnikunwgbnttpp Yp
oupnihwlk oquuuugnpdly hpkig mhpuybnws qhnupnibunw-
Jut wpnwjupnmpbwt thongp wnfwluinbint ghnuuupwbng-
ptwtp ni thwunbint wpluwphht, pk uyt hiy np wunnuthkg
1915-ht ginuuwwiniehtl kp n s wulwu: Gpypnpy ukpinh qpu-
Juiniphitip winwpulnu wpnuyuynhst k wn dnwinipbub,
wyy wnwpbnipbw: Uy gpujutniphiup wpdwquipt t wqgh
hunwpwliut hnghpuwimpbwb, np dktwinpnuud E ppuiniphud,
uthpnuwdniptwl guth, huptwdpwunwimpbub, huipuniptwb
tpyniniplwl, Ywd hupimpbwt thunpnnph, whghkwh uk
unnibph nwhwidwi &hgh bt népugnpstph nt wnwppkp wy-
luwphh wigbuy mu bpluy Yhgnuusph mqr}hgmpbﬂﬂﬂ:ph nuig-
wnnud:

PYBHHA ITHPYMAH (CILLA)

T'EHOIIUJ APMSIH B JIMTEPATYPE: OTT' OJIOCKH
BTOPOI'O ITOKOJIEHHSA :

Biusune 'eHoumpa apMsH ckaspiBaeTcs A0 cux mnop. IToTomku
apMsiH, MEpeXUBLINX 3Ty CTPAlIHYIO TPareldio, YHacjeIOBalld TaKxke
rOpbKHe BOCTIOMHHAHHS, BHE3aBUCUMOCTH OT COOCTBEHHOIO BOCTIPUATHS
MPOLLIOr0 CBOMMH poIuTensiMu. B moboM citydae, Tparmyeckoe mpoli-
JIoe pOAWTENIel HaKIaAbIBaeT CBOM MCHUXONOTUYECKHH OTIIEYATOK Ha ar-
Mocdepy ceMbH U ee WieHOB. BrnusHue ["'eHonuaa nepeJanock MOTOMKaM
OT pomMTENe, YTO HECOMHEHHO XOpOIIO 3HAKOMOE apMsHaM SBJIEHHUE.
VueHble €BpeCcKOro NpoucXoxkaeHus, Takiue kak AnaH Beprep, XeneH
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Onmraiin 1 Esa XoddmaH ynenunu CylleCTBEHHOE BHHUMaHHE 3TOMY
BONPOCY. B TO *e Bpemsi, eBpelickie NMCHX0aHATMTHKY, B YaCTHOCTH, D.
KeiepMaHH U3y4r CpeCTBA NIepeady BAMSHUSA Tpareavu.

Moii mokiaj MMeeT LeJIbI0 pPacCCMOTPEHUE BO3MOXHOCTH IPOSB-
JIEHHS 3TOTO BJMSHHUSA B XyJOXKECTBEHHOW NHUTEpaType BTOPOro IOKOJIe-
Hust. OHO MOXET MPOABIATHECS 10 OTHOLIEHHIO K POJUTENAM B BUJIE Clie-
LH(UYECKOro OTHOLIEHHS UM HacTpoeHus. MHoM pa3 Takue MpOsBICHUS
MOTYT MMETh OTTEHOK HEraTMBHOIO OLIYLIEHHs, CTpaxa, HEHaBUCTH, U
ke Ype3MEepHO# MNpHBA3AHHOCTH M YyBaxeHMs. JlutepaTypa BTOpOro
TIOKOJICHHs] apMsiH JMAcTiopbl Takxke OToOpaxaeT crneuu@uKy UIeHTHY-
HOCTH 3TOif renepauuu. IlaHuka u yxac mepes JUIOM IIOTEPU POIHOrO
A3bIKa, WIM e Mo BelpakeHuio Vcpasna YapHu, CTyneHbr0 Hike I'eHo-
uuja seisercs linguicide, Bcerja urpany BayKHYIO POJIb B CAMOCO3HAHHH.
K 3TOMy BCeMy MOXHO [JOOABHTb PacIUIBIBUATOE IPEACTABJIEHKE O MO-
TEPAHHOM pOAMHE, KOTOPOE NOJDKHO ObUIO MPHBUTE YyBCTBO IIYCTOTHI, U
KOTOpOe YCHJIMBaeTcs BMECTE C MNpOAODKarollelics danscupukanuen
HCTOPHUHU.

BoOCTOKOBEBI MPOIOJDKAT HCIONB30BaTh CBOM Habop XyHOXecT-
BEHHBIX BHIPKEHHH C LENBI0 POTUBOCTOATH I eHOomu Ay, 1abbl JOHECTH
JIo MHpa o ciyuuBiueiicsa B 1915 r. tpareaum.
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