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10 Armenian Literary

Responses to
Genocide: The Artistic
Struggle to Comprehend

and Survive
Rubina Peroomian

The event came to be known as the Armenian Genocide and the
literary responses to this calamity as the Armenian Genocide
literature. The category encompasses a wide spectrum of re-
sponses by the Armenian literati and, through their work, the
reactions of victims to an unprecedented traumatic collective
experience. The topics of the genocide literature consist of not
only literary works with the ‘Catastrophe’ or Aghed as their
theme but also those in which the event is a hidden motive, a
source of an unknown pain, and the cause of a gloom that engulfs
the author’s creative powers.

As the event drops back in time, the class of literary works in
which the genocide is not directly narrated becomes richer and
more complex. The catastrophe becomes a covert psychological
affliction symptomized by the dilemma of adjusting to the new
environment, by the fear of assimilation and loss of national
identity, by nostalgia and homesickness, by escape from painful
reality into the world of dreams and memories of the past, and
by scathing criticism of cultural, religious, and traditional values
transmitted as sacred fetishes from generation to generation. In
these literary representations of inner tumult, the catastrophe,
though not addressed directly as a literary theme, is tacitly
acknowledged as the end of an era and a collective life, a
terminus that has to be comprehended in order to make a new
beginning possible.

The genocide literature makes no attempt to document the
event; the event is a point of departure, a source of psychologi-
cal and ethical impact that reverberates in artistic creation. With
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