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funsplnnu tpyph pugwpédwy pppugdwb nkd'!

GuijupniphiGp outwGugGhnt (Ottomanization) wiljugnn wpnhiGphg jtwng,
Gphw. ©nippbpp h qnpo npbghlG pppwgiwl pwnwpwlywlniphiGp (Turkifica-
tion), npny ti ujhwnh ppwgnponitp «©@nipphwl poipptiph hwdwp» qunu-
thwnwuounipht G-Guyuwmwyp: 1915-h YnnnpwoGtnp, mbnwhwinpmGi nu pnGh
hujwiwgmin wyn GuuwwyhG thG swnwjnui: Unwohl Upfuwphwidwpwnh
wiwpwhl juonpnnn 2thnph bt wlhyfuwGniptiwG dplnnpmp Juubgntg pppwg-
dwl puthp, np hp Gnp hniGh Ut dwnwn Bmipphng wlpwujtinniptiw G untnovwl
htin gnigpGpuwrg: Swnluw lywlywd t, np uljqpiwlwb yppwlnid mwnpnnn pppwg-
Jwl pwnupwlwlnptwl dty, npytu wpnplp phiwwliwl wpfuwphwlju-
fwguw, Ypolp npny swthny hn nhppbpp ghotg: WylnuudhGw)Ght, GnjGhuly bu-
Utip hGoGhyh hotuwbGniptiwG opop, hujwip uljubg wumhdwlwpwn hp nhppp
qpuiti tpyph wgquyhG nhiwqoh YhGumpnGnud: UnlGw UtGntpbup wikth qunl
mnnibkg nnud:

Pppuwgiwl punwpwlywlniphilp juiwnontl wmwpimy tp ponp thoppw-
JwulmphGitph Gundwdp G npny wwpwquitpnud” pugunpdwl poimphundp:
1934 pmipG gnpownpnuud wqqulniGGtnh pppugiwl optlpp th wgnnt thong
tp mwpuwqul hwuwpwympbwlnp thwnwpp qupdGhme dwdphG: Uju hpw-
dwwqnny, onpGuly hwjtiph ntupnd, wpghmitig Yntp wqquGniG, np hwjyuwlwa
hGsinmpptG niGtp G wgquyhG wwnywGbnphtl Ep jhptgGnud:

fonpululnpbwi Gt hwpuowlph punupwljuinipbwb b Whtilng6 dwiw-
Gwl tpyph hwuwpwlynipbwb tit mGnbumptwl pppugiwb ¥EY wy) nnubinpnud
tp 1942-h ng-bujwd donmipnh Ypw) wupmunnniwd wmnwonng n wlhuwpm
niitigniwdph hwnpyp (varlik vergisi), np Ghpwnnu tp Gt hupuwdwgwo hwjtiphG:
Uw dhong tp dwln wmnipphpny ng-hujwdGhphl, Swliwiuln hwybph6 nnnupnb-
m bt wnpuwuinipbwl dwwnlbm, Gpuig mimbuwul nidp ngGsugihmt: Bnjnp
Gpwlp, npnlp hGwpwinpniphtG yoiGEh6 Jdwptbing, b whwh wuby, np uwnbpp,
quuply thG wyn YuwponmphiGhg, wpunmnud thi ntwp wptibjiwl Gwhwlqlbn
1 Wu jonniwép wnlmwé t 2009-h Uwpwn 14-hG, Lnu UGphjpunid Swjlwlwl 8Gnwuwwlnipbwb

Ngbhnsdwl Iwdwqunnipwjhl Uwnilh Yugdwltpwwé ghnwdnnnyhl whqibptlnyg Gbplwjwgniwé
niuntifuwuhpnippLlihg:
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unuljuh Wujdwliipmd ywpwnwnhp wluwnbnt bt winuhuny yhnmpbw6
«yunpunpp» Ydwpbne: Upunpujuwypbp GuwjhG Luphybhhp Gwhwgh Uhdpp-
hhuwp quuuwnmy, puwjg wikGuunuuhG Epgpnmd Gwhwlgh Wypuyt quiwnh
mwnpbn SwdpwpGbpl thG: Uppunt ghinuwpwnuph pGwlhsGhnhg dtyp” Mwww
Gnuunidp, wuwwndhy tp Ltiw GupnGhG hp wtuws 300 hwy, jnjG nt hpbwg
wpunptwilbnh Ypwd mwnwwwlpltnh Ywuhl. «WunnGhpp, updwpulGbpn
GGowpwGh Ybpwobkghl: Lwynp, pppp Gt wyl Yp YywethG: Udut wihu Yp
YGwpthb hptilig wwpwpp: Cwwn ppniwn Yhdwl dp mGEhG: Qypgub pGunbpulug
wjumbtinh tnuGwyhG... Cunn gmpu tp: Qwlnlp pwupmbwly wpowngnigh»:
Swdwlwihp wuwmwbpp gwwntiphG dwptgntg. huy btpp dthp JhnGmd tp,
Jhpnud £ Mwyw Gnwunidp, huljhs mwulwybniipp wnwppbpmpbwdp wunod
EhG, «cuwmwmnlbint gGug»:2

Stunnj Ghwb 1955-h Utiyumbdptp 6-7-h wnqpniGbpp, ng-hupwdGhph Ypuwy
Jupdwlynmubhp, Ynnnpwod, ppGwpwnnd, wikph m fuwlmplbiph Ynnnuynun,
untinnud n hpnth: Ghwpnuh hwnpgh ptd optinG thG ti Gnipphny hujwd dnnn-
ympnp hpwhpmbg jnjGinh ntd hp Jujpwq hwywnupép gnjg wwne: 3wp-
dwlnuiGtipn ujutighG vh unun niph mwpwoniny hpp jnjGtpp nodp GG Ghnbg
nt unbipty 66 UwnGhpnd wjl wmmGp, nip 6Gnb) Ep Upwpnippp: bujwd qubgnt-
woltnpn quququo thnnng punthnitighG jnjGtphg Yptd nuotint, uwlw)G phpwiu
nupdwl Gwbit hugtipp e Gppadl £ junlywutu hwytpp: Sphqnp Qtjhwp
(2hhwlbw6) jhpmu b wyn vwpuwthh optipp Mnpumd, pt hGswtu Junwjwpni-
ptwl Ynnihg wpmolintwd hwlpwhwiwphg jtnng qpgnniwo dnnnymipnp juip-
dwlmbg ny-pujwd pGwlymptiwb Ypwj: Lywwwlp jnyahpha YGwuk G tp, paygg
hwjtinG nt hpbwGhpG tp hptilig pwdhip wnwgu: « Ly dwdtipnil ngGswgnighl
MNnthul m hqihpp: UnwGg hppthmwd, wnwlg pwlnnuuwd, wnwig Ynnnupmnuwud
Jnj6h nm, fuwlnp siGwg: SnjGhipmb pny hwybpmG G hpbwGbpniGG wy
hpnthnibgul, pulnmbgwi: Lnjl6 thnqnghG dte jnjGh fjuwlmphl pny qulning
pmpph mwl, fjuwlniphl dbpp smnithG: USLGE pwl dpwopmwd, ny-hujwdGhpnt
nnitnl nm fuwlnplbpp Gwuwytu G nmwo thGx»:3

Onptip {wnnbdbwbp jhymd E hwy dnunpuyuwinpbwl wypwd jouw-
fuwpniphilp: 96n Gnp Ep uljuby npnp swihng wquwwmnpbw pnils Gisk: Lop m
withth wquun wpnwjywynnphtiGtph Yupbihmptw6 jnjubp fughl: <wjulywd
hpwwwpwimphmGitpp puqiwuwmynty thG: {dwnwntdbwip jhond & hp
Qupth Iupwhumbnt wygp Uwpghu Otpghwlh wwywpwl. Ynnpunud
utiptiGw(tp, ntu ot gkl puymnmwo pnplip, n «Uwl» pbpph jugnpn hwdwnph
2wnnuud mwnbpn gup m gpht ghinhl pwhnmwo: Stuwpwln gwiwgh tp, pugg
witih guwihG, jupmd b dwnnbdbwbp, funpuwynuud jnjul to ngbuyh wikjh
[t wywaquwj Bnipphwjnid:*

Uju ntwphg jinnj minh niGhgul dtppwluniphiGatp bt nuwmwywpmph G-
Gtp, pwjg wlophlnwd wunnhdGhpp ptptn thG m dbuwlwl: bppuljw-
imwoGtphg” ntwpbph dk9 Ywpbinp gbpuywmwp Oppwy EpgtiGp, ophGul
Juwpd dwiwluynd wqun wpdwynitg Gt Ghipkhhph junwywpsh wuwpwmol

2 Ptiw| Bwyispl Seninle Giiler Yiregim, (2000), buinw(pniy: Ukpptipnidlbinn «3nghu phqing Yp fuwjnw)»
Anhgnp Upp. Mbpdtwhh pwpglwbniphilhg (Gpblwa, 2003), ky 101:

3 Lnjl nbinned, tp 179:

4 Sb'u Nnpbip Iwwnnbdbiwl, «3nLwnbnp-15» (1999), ko 160-61:



utnwgwt:  Hrwph hpwjwl wwunwuupwiwnnl, wwywil, hGpp UnGwl
Utintiptup b hp junwdwpmphiGp, hwynitimmpbw syuwGymbghG: bulj1960-
hG UkGnbpbup wGydwlp juonpnud nuwnwyjwpniphiGibpnd whlwnpy wiqud
stmuit 1955-h ntwpbiph bt Wto pniny qnhtiph m mimbtuwjwl huyw) JGwuGhph
wundwn nupdwd Gpw ghpujumwupmptul JwuhG:

1955-p Utuypmbtipbn 6-7-h wyngpniGhph hpunwjwl Ynndp nwniiGuuhpnn
joqmuwond Uppptn np Qutiwup guiny Guwnby & wwihe, np UkGnbpbup
thnunpuluwGGtnh 2wppnud junujwpwywl pnGubph swpwywhndGhpl tha
ptipnmwd G 1955-h ntwpbpp sthG jhpnuwd, pul wyn ntwpbph nunhywlGwywt
uwd uwpwmobuywl pnpwopwp dhls wjuop gnymppl smGh: Fp Qujtwup
GnjGutu guiny £ wpnwjwymn, pt Enipphn) tphunwuwnn ubpoiGnp guwm phy
pwl gqhwt 1955-p wngpniGtph WwuhG G gbn hwjwowyp b jwpgwlu
UtGgtiptup jhpwwwyhG thnonngGtp, nupngltip nt hwuwnmwmmphGaip Gpw
wlmGa6 6 Ypnud:?

Pppwgiwl pwnupwlwlimptwl jwenpn phpun nputmpmdnp pppbnktGhg
pwgh nphit wyp (kqme fuoutiG wpghtiymt’ 1960-wlwGtph wppuwil tp: Uw
stipnmuwd wpdwqulpl tp 1928-hg wpdwin (hnwd Ywpquluouh® Vatandas,
Tiickce Konus! ({wdwpwnuwpwgh’, ppptiptG fuouhn): Swwlwlywljwb t, np
1965-hg ujuwd, whumwyw i dwpnwhuwiwph hwpgwiunjghg qtinsniby Ewhunnh
YwjpkGh (kgnth dwuhG hwpgnuin:

U. Oulp @mpptiop Ltdw) GupspGh Seninle Giiler Yiiregim ({nghu ptiqiny Yp
fuwjnuy) ghppp Yupnunig jtnng kp iwghy 1955-h ntwptiph dwupG: Uyn qpph
twuhl quud gpuuouwljulnid Gw wjuytu £ wpnwywjmmy, «guuny b gun
ku qgnud tipp dnwomdy tu, pt hwGpuwbnwlwl Gnipphwjmd n’y dhwjl thnpd
stnuit 1915-h gunbpp winptynt, wjp wyn guibpp witih unpugnmitghG 1942-h
varlik vegisi, 1955-h wnqpniGtph tr 1960-wywGGbph «ppptpkl fuouhp»
Ywpquiuoup wwpumuwgnny phipwmwd ppunippiGibpny - hwjwowGpltpny:
UyGwpytng 1980-p Utwywbdphp 12-h whwmwlwl hwpmwohg jhunng dwpu
SinunpuljwGibph dppwlyunipGGtppl, Ohippbzp wikjuglmd €, pt dhwy
dwiwlwly btpp hwjtph m pupptpph htw hwiwuwp Yepwpbpmibtghl, nw
pwntpmy tp, nudwl swpswpwlpGhph GyninGhpnng:

©Empp wqqujGwlwb ywpdnuip Gop puth b nunmpl tp wvnwlnud: 1969-
hG $wphunwywl YoniGnpnynid mbhgnn qinuwbn Uphwupw6 @hpptyp hp
owjpuwytn wqqujGwywé YniuwlgmphGa tp juqimd (Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi
- Uqquyp6 pwpdnid Ymuwygmphil), nphg whwh ubptp «Gnpy quyjitn>
TuipwygmphiGp: Swjpujtny wqquyGwiwi ywpdndhG thwgun Gwbt Lhgutip-
phG Eppwpwlp i pp Gnpuumbng YmuwlhgmphiGp (Milli Nizam Partisi -
Ugaquijhl Yupg YnuwygniphtG): Upykjiwl udhptih te Boyblp E9tithph opop
wju bipym YmuwygnppG6tpp Ywpbinp dwulGwlgnmphil wwwhngtghG bpyph
numplulwliwl i wywhnywliwl qunuth vywuwnpynpbwl YunnjgGhpou:
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B0 yauph, phy 1(29), hniliup-dupip 2010

5 Stu Upbntin np Quitiwu, “The Istanbul Pogrom of 6-7 September 1955 in the Light of International Law” («1955-h
ubwwnbdpbp 6-7-h hutwGpntih wngpndp ShowaquyhG optlph |njuh wwle), (2007): Mhinh wibjwglty,
np Utnetinu hpwwwpwl t hebii Guz Sancisi (Stuntp w2nil) $hitp, np dh uhpny wwwndnipbiwh pGndhohg
wlnpwnwnGnid £ 1955-h ntwptinhl. wybnuwitlw)bht, wpnhibpp Gppbp pwiwpup st:

6 Gnwfuouwlwlp wnku hitp://www.pandora.com.tr/turkce/elestiri.asp?yid=251 Ywjptonid (3ntlntwn 31,
2007):
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Derin devlet-p’ Juqumuwo tp it hp pwnupwlwl nt whwpbliswliwl plnjwmw-
Ytwj gnpontGtophtG6 Ep mwpwoti, np gupm Guipnid £ dhish opu: fugujwyn
hpnnmpmG b, np 1978 t 1993 witithGtph YnwnpwoGtph optphG «Qnpp
quijitip»p, derin devlet-h whwpbljswlwG ptitp, 1915-h YnnnpwoGtipp hpwgnpony
Teskilat-1 Mahsusa-h (Swwnml yuqiwltipyniphb) nip tp unwGaiby:

1980-h gphGmnpwywl hwpmwop Ghwr Jipg wmwim  dwjpwjtnnipbwl
hwuwd phujwdwiuwb pwpdndhG: UpnmGpp, vwiw)l, dwiwlwlyunp tp: by-
fuwGnppiGGtpp nupdtwy hwymtghG ntwh bupud” Yhquljtnp pnipp wqquyhl
ghunwuygmptwb: Bnipgnip Oqup wju tptingph ¥6o nhpwlwwwpl tp: dbpph
UhnppupGh Ywpdhpny, «4poGh Jpwy hhilnuwo wgquyhG hGpGniphiGp wibih
2tipmunnpoitg, tpp hupuiwywl vhGpligh pppwlwl mwpphpuwlp nwpwonitg
hpptit quutsgnpwyhG nwdniGp»:® Ujuwhuny, pnipp wqqujhG phGplGniphiG hwu-
JugnnmphiGp junp wpdwwnmGhp tp Ghnmy® dunting o1 9Gotyny Onipphwynud
wyypnn GnjGhuy pupwd donnympnGtph tpGhpwljwG ppujunnymphiGGtpp:

1980-h whwwlywl hwpnuwdoh( juenpnwd dwjutinh hwjwowlpl n dtppw-
JuwimphGGtpp wpdwwwiuhy wptighG dwlunwin Gphonwuwnn dGumumpuljw-
(mipthwl dt9 wmwpwomd quuwd wpdnuip: dw dwhwgnm hwpnwd tp Gwb
poipy Wnwinpuw Gmptw b GuyunwlGhphG: Lpulp jnju mGEhG ppyulwi yb-
pwoGniGnn wmwpwoty gnGt hwiwpuwpwlwlw showjwjnnud: Shpuih, 1980-h
ytinnwlwl hwpnuwohg jhnn) pppwlywl hwpuowGpltnl m junpulwiniphiln
(np swihtiph hwuw wwptnwhl dwdtp tpyph hwpu-wpbithpod, ppnbinkGh
gnpowdmpbwl wpghimd b pppulwl (hqmp m Gwlnjph npubinpnuiGhph
fuwthwinmd wipnne ©@nipphny mwpwopmy: Uju d6nudGtnb tha, np Lpquljul
Pulinpulwl ymuwlygmptwbp (Partiya Karkeran Kurdistan, PKK—~ £mpnhu-
mwGh puwinpuywl ynuwygmphiG) qhGtiw; wwjpwnh intigh: 1984-h0 uyhgp
wnut pppulwl wwuwmwdpmphtGp Gt thuwylG 1999-hG FadhpbihG jugnnmbg
Jutingly m skqnpwgGty wihwGqunmpGGtpp, hGs np thmdhG skp Jupnnughy
Juwwwpty Oquyn: depouwnnpmphipn pmpny nbludup Upnhijjuh  Og9wwGh
dtppwunidl nt puwGwmupmphiG6 tp:

Gipwidhmpbhw ke plnniGmbint thnpdtpp npnp thnpimfunippiG dgnha
thnppwiwulniphGGtph Giuwwndwdp popp junwjwpnipbwl Jyupwd pwnu-
pwliwlmpbwb dk9: Gnlt wnbptingp Whniwgnuip qquih £ dwlwiwly' ppybph
wyuwpwaquwjhG: UwuGuinp nupongGhpnd wpnkG pojjumpumyd & ppnbpkQ
nuuwiwlnhy. Jupbih t Gt npn hipmunwopwqntip ppgbptlng dwnnighy:

WimhGtph npuphiGp unbkih Juwn t: CwpniGuwpuluwl hwjwowlp n funpw-
JuGnmphtl, nph YwuhG wouwnphp wjGpwb by mbnbwy st: Uju Ypolwlwl b ng-
tpGppwlywl tudpwinpniip plnphwlpwutu Ghpujugnuwoe E hpptie hbpb-
wmpynulhpp, Chh-Gkppg t7 wibh  wlplgmGbih, GnjGhuy wpkhunGtph
hwiwpwony: Tyuop Cmpphwjnmyd wwpnid 66 10-12 dhyhnt witithGtp, npnlghg
2-3 dpihnGp owgnidng pppbp GG Gt ny qhwb nppwlp ppypwugwd hwjtip:
7 Pwpqiwbwpwp Ywptlh E funppuwjhl wtwneghtl Ynskp whnniphtd whnnipbwh dte hwulwgnnnipbiwi
hwoblwwnninn wju qunnlh fudpwygnightlp, np Yuquniws £ Gplph nGlhwywp YwenygGbph dke
qnpénn wanbghly wwpwolwwnwnlbiphg: Ng-dnnndpnuwdwpwywl vygenlplbpny nblwdwpninn wju
fudpwlgniphilp nigh Gi ppuiinipbiw dhengny hp Guwwnwlybtpl b wwpnwnpow, Guwwnwylp, npnlg,
hn Ywnpéhpny, Bpupp 2whhG GG GL h hwplt nkd ng-pnipp thnppwidwulniphi006nhG: UGdtunbih £ Gutc

Ergenekon whwpbliswlwl qununlh Juaiwybpwnipbwb Guwp wju fudpwlgnipbiwb htn:
8 Otpph UGnppupl, “After Kemal” (Rtdwihg Jtitnn)), London Review of Books, 25 ubiwwntidptip, 2008.



dwlwnwl ppnbphl, npnGp gpmuwo GG wipnne tpypmd, wibihlbpp wibkih
yhGmpnGugwd 66 ShohG-wptikiiwG mwpwowdwund” npnuihg Uniy: Upoln
wju fudpwygnipbwl qunuihwpwiuoumptwl ke Uhko nbp sh fuwnnui: Uitih
hGpGniptwG hpipnd Ywpnuuppmphtaa E G hwdw) fuwphwjhG hgbwGhpp:

Lninp wgqujhG tr YpoGuwl thnppuiwuGmphiGGtpp Shwuhl ©Onipphng
pGuyymptiwd kY tppopnG 66 Juqind. mptdG, hGywtu ®tpph UenpupGa k
Gomd, dnnnypnh Wty Gppopgp pwpmGuyuywl funpwiwlnpbwl wnwy t
quinid: Nidny wwpununpnuwd dninuip pripp hwuwpwymptwl ke, wyuhGpd
9Gonuipn hGpGmptwG, np b (iqmh, Wywynjph b wqquihl wuwnywlknptwd,
pGpwlnd t hwiwwwpwd pninph Ypuwy, npuip (hGha ns-poipp UntumiwGGbn,
hGswtu ppnbipp, (wabpp, wpwpltnn, stppiqlbpp b shsEEGELERR, Yund ns-tiniunij-
SwGGhn, pGsugku hwybnpp, jnjGkpp b hptwGbpp:®

©ppwhw) thnppwiwulniptiwb (umdiwdp wwpnnn punupulwinptul
thmpnfunippGp wyp wpdwnGbp nGh G wyp nignmpbwdp € qupqugty: Gwnpbih
L wuby, pt nu Juwymwo t bt {wjng Stnwuuwlniptwl Swlwsiwl hwiwnp
1970-1980-wlwl pnuwywGGtphG Uthhinpnud nmwpmnn punupwlwa G ghlbug
wwjypwphG: Oputu hwiwnwpd, wyn wwphGhph@ pmpp  hyuwbnpmGn
hpwuwwpwyp htntntg npugdwl qpuywniptwdp, np hp nnhG quuu Gubt
nupngwliwi nuuwopwgnbph dke: Empp wwwnwlh unynpkg wwnb] hwjbkphd,
npnGp Outwtwl Ywjupmptwl ppGwihGhphG thG thwgby m timpdty tha
YwjupniphtGp mwugubi: '

EwGtp Upswip hp hwpgugpnigGtphg dtynud Yyuynmd £ hp unwgwo
nuumpwpwniptw Ywoh6:® Liwl pugwwnpmphl t wwhu Gutt Oudw(
Ltoptipp 2005-h6 hp yuqiwltpuywd «bhd uhpbijh mpugpu» pughyGhnh gnigwu-
hw(ntup wohpny SpwGu Nptuh pnpulghG wmmws hp hwpguqpnjgnud:'' buy
<mjpw Unwpp, htwmbitinyg Guwtwp @wpwjh jniztph hpwunwpuydw n gtpw-
hpunwpwlyiwl pniwiwGitphl, tgpuyuglnd t, np wik6 wiqud, tpp huwj-
Yuwlwl hwpgp showqquihl npunpmptwl tp wpdwlwlng, popp hofuw-
GmphtGGhpp pmyw6 kgGmd thG Gwtwph jmptpny (1921, 1945, 1986, 1990,
2005, 2006)' nnuiGny dtunnptnt nt Yepwdtiwmpbim pnipp hwuwpuymptwl
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B0 ypuph, phy 1(29), hnilifup-dupip 2010

9 Cuwn Wikipedia hwipwghinwpwih wntbwiGbph, welnuwé Bnipphwh bpbp hwiwuwnwbbnh
wpndbunpltiph 2008-hG  Ugquyhl  Uwwhndnipbiwl tunphpnh  hwiwp  wwinpwunwé  gbynigdw,
Pntpphn) plwlsniphilp hnbibw) wwwnltinG k GEpYwjwgnid. 50-55 dhihnk tplhp pnipptin, 12.5 dhihnG
pnntp, 2.5 0hihnG stpptiqlbn, 2 dhihnG pnuGhwghbtn, 1.3 GhihnG wipwwghltn, 1 GhihnG Ypwghltp,
870,000 wnwplbnp, 700,000 nndwtnp i nndwGhGtp (QGgnibtinh gtin), 600,000 wniwlbbp (dwiwbwyhb
hupwiwgws pniquipwghttin), 80,000 jwqtip (866 dwuwdp UL onybwl wthbpnid), 60,000 hw)tp, 20,000
hpbw@tp, 15,000 jnjGhp G 13,000 hwdzkGhkn: 2tlnigwannid sbG jhpntkp quqwbbpp, npnlp gnjniphtl
ntlbl whjwyn pniny (tpGhpwlwl whuwytinhg wphwywd, hpwlwyw(, Ypolny wibkith Ywd uhiGGh).
Upwip, wikih 066 hwjwéwlplbph GGpwpynibiny, pnnti GG hptlg phwywyuwjntnt nt htnwgh), dwuwdp
k| énupniki; Stu “Demographics of Turkey” (@ntpphwjh dnnnypnwgqpntphtlp) jonniwép: 2tYnitgwagnpntd
Gpniwd pnibiphg hwjwywl 6wqnud nilbgnn, 0bg hGunwpeppnnn hwipkG0eph pwlwyp pwiwlwh
whnpwiwpwlwlwh t punid: Pwgdwpht nruntiGwuhpniphtGibp hwikGabph Gpbwy phip Gpnid GO
3-400.000, npnlghg hwiwnpbw Ytup pphunnlbwitp G0 te wwpnid GG ©@nLpphwjhg nnepu. huy dheu Ytup
hupwi YpoGhG GG htwbiLnid b wyuop, pwgh hptilig wiwOnwywb pGwhwdw)ptpp gnniwé GO wikl wnbn:
10 “Is It Still Genocide if Your Allies Did 1t?” (Upnbop nw nbrbiu ghnwuwwtniph®il £, Gpt nw pn
nuzGwlhalbnG GG Yuunwnty). 3wpgwannigp Ywnki £ ©hppp Shithlap, Minnesota Law and Politics,
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Summary

The Ethnic Identities of Minorities in Turkey
A Challenge Against the Government’s Policy of Turkification®

Rubina Peroomian, Ph.D.,
California, Los Angeles

After a period of confusion at the end of World-War I, the Turkification of the
ethnic and religious minorities in Turkey resumed in the Republican era. Kemalist
secularization downplayed religion, but as soon as the days of Ismet Inénii, Islam
began to slowly make its way into the center of the Turkish national discourse.

The policy of Turkification was pursued across all ethnic groups, in many in-
stances resulting in persecutions and discriminatory treatment of the non-Muslim
minorities. The 1934 decree to abolish non-Turkish surnames was a powerful strate-
gy of Turkifying and homogenizing the diverse society. So was the 1942 wealth tax
(varlik vergisi) which forced non-Muslims out of business by disproportionate and
discriminatory taxes. Those who could not pay were exiled to labor camps. Then, it
was the 1955 pogrom, organized in response to the Cypress issue. Greeks were the
intended target, but Armenians and Jews too suffered the angry mob’s looting, rap-
ing, killing, burning of houses, and destruction of properties. As Rober Haddejian
puts it, more painful than all that wreckage, was the shattering of Armenian hopes
for a better future in Turkey. Adnan Menderes, the main organizer of these pogroms,
was convicted and put to death for accusations unrelated to these pogroms and the
tremendous destruction and death they caused. The next peak event in the process of
Turkification and the government’s trampling on the rights of ethnic minorities was
the 1960s campaign to prohibit the use of any language but Turkish. Significantly,
beginning in 1965 the State Institute of Statistics omitted the question from the cen-
sus concerning a person’s mother tongue.

The suppression of minorities in Turkey amplified by the rise of ultranationalist,
Islamist elements and their involvement in the republic’s political process as well as
their clandestine terrorist activities. Their covert manipulations and coercions in the

19 This article is based on a study that was presented at the “Symposium on Armenian Genocide Recogni-
tion and Beyond,” March, 14 2009 in Los Angeles.



name of nation’s interests are referred to as the workings of the deep state (derin
devlet). The Islamist movement was briefly halted by the 1980 coup, but was re-
sumed and, as Perry Anderson puts it, was reinforced by the Turkish Islamic synthe-
sis as textbook doctrine. In the aftermath of the 1980 coup, repression against the
Kurds took a new dimension: martial law in the south-east, a ban on using the Kurd-
ish language and any cultural or political expressions of Kurdish identity spread over
the entire country. This augmented repression pushed the Kurdish Workers party, to-
wards paramilitary activities and an insurgence in 1984.

Acceptance in the European Union has brought about the government’s change
of attitude toward minorities, especially Kurds who are in the spotlight more than
others. Alevis remain in a worse condition. They are accused of “heterodoxy worse
than Shiism,” even atheism. All the ethnic and religious minorities together figure
one third of the entire population, and thus, as Perry Anderson puts it, one third of
the population in Turkey is under systematic discrimination. Forced assimilation
into the mainstream Turkish society—identity, culture, language, ethnicity—is in
process engulfing all citizens of Turkey, be they non-Turk Muslims—Kurds, Lazs,
Arabs, Circassians, Chechens—or non-Muslims such as Armenians, Greeks, and
Jews.

In the case of the Armenian minority, the change to the worse occurred in the
last two or three decades, and that is because of the political activities and armed
struggle (the so called terrorist actions) of Diaspora Armenians for the world recog-
nition of the Armenian Genocide. To counter these activities, the Turkish govern-
ment fed its citizens with lies denying the Armenian claims, teaching them to hate
Armenians. Taner Ak¢am, Osman Koker and many other Turkish intellectuals are
trying to persuade the government to recognize the diversity of the Turkish society.
Orhan Pamuk tries to show the importance of the multiethnic, multicultural society
that existed in Turkey and the successive governments have tried to kill that. These
intellectuals are digging for the truth in the past and are consequently harassed and
persecuted. Hrant Dink’s assassination is a sad proof of that.

Moderate approaches to the history of Modern Turkey constitute the inclusion
of the Armenian experience in the Turkish republican history, albeit showing the Ar-
menian Genocide as forced migration. Significant among these publications is From
Subject to Citizen in 75 Years (1999)

Contrary to the present day show of leniency toward minorities, however, the
Erdogan-Giil government follows the criteria of Turkification. “One Flag, One Na-
tion, One Language, One State” continues to be the slogan and the ideology en-
forced on Turkish society. Digression from that ideology is considered a criminal
offense and is prosecuted under article 301.

Despite the fact that discriminatory treatment of ethnic and religious minorities
is still a continuing reality in Turkey, the ever deepening of the sense of ethnic and
religious identity is also a reality which has no doubt created a crisis in the Turkish
supra-identity. The policy of Turkification has failed, and the government is no lon-
ger able to distort and falsify the diversity and enforce its own prescribed “national
identity”.
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